Project renews focus on methane digester adoption

Research to help
meet targets for
emissions reduction
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An agreement between the
dairy industry and Idaho’s
Center for Advanced Energy
Studies to bring renewable-
energy technology to dairies
has won praise from Idaho
Dairymen’s Association.
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The objective is to identi-
fy opportunities for dairy farms
to increase renewable-ener-
gy production through anaer-
obic digesters, gasification
and composting.

“It demonstrates, not only
for Idaho dairymen but the
national industry, how proac-
tive (dairymen) are in look-
ing at the environmental prob-

lems they make and how to
resolve them,” said Bob Naere-
bout, executive director Ida-
ho Dairymen’s Association.

The partnership between
the Innovation Center for U.S.
Dairy, the Dairy Research In-
stitute and CAES was an-
nounced last week in Boise.
1 The initiative is a step in
the.U.S. dairy industry’s agree-
ment with USDA to reduce
greenhouse gases 25 percent
by the year 2020, Naerebout
said.

When USDA Secretary
Tom Vilsack announced in
December 2009 an agreement
to reduce greenhouse gases,
dairymen raised concerns be-
cause digesters are too cost-
ly for most producers and the
technology is still unreliable.

This initiative is to address
those hurdles and will focus
on how to successfully bring
digesters to dairies of all sizes,
Naerebout said.

“The Innovation Center’s
goal is to have 1,300 digesters

operating in the U.S. dairy in-
dustry by the year 2020,” he
said.

On research topic is the
feasibility of manure from
multiple dairies going to a
shared digester, he said.

The partnership will iden-
tify best management prac-
tices for farm-based renew-
able energy, analyze utility
grid infrastructure and incen-
tives and identify opportuni-
ties to increase funding of re-
lated national research.

The partnership could ben-
efit dairy farms across the
country, said Mike Roth, pres-
ident of the Idaho Dairymen’s
Association and board mem-
ber of the Dairy Research In-
stitute.

“As one of the largest dairy-
producing states in the coun-
try, we’re happy to see a na-
tional relationship like this
develop in our own backyard,”
he said.



